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The Empirical Study of Chinese First-Degree Students’
Master’s Literacies and Learning Transitions in the UK

ZHAO Wei' LI Yue’

(1. Institute of Education , Tsinghua University, Beijing, 100084 ;
2. School of Continuing Education , Tsinghua University, Beijing, 100084 )

Abstract: To investigate Chinese students’ overseas journeys in English-speaking countries, this
study discusses the findings of an interview-based study of the postgraduate learning journeys of eight-
een Chinese students enrolled in Master’s programmes at a Scottish university in one of three contrasting
subject areas; Signal Processing and Communications, Finance and Investment, and Education. Four
key interwoven facets of academic literacies in the UK setting are explored: autonomy in learning, ac-
quiring expertise in subject discourses, critical and analytical thinking, and interaction with teachers
and students. According to cross-programme’s comparison, findings suggest that students’ transfor-
mation is affected by individual differences, subject matters, different levels of education and assess-
ment methods. On the other hand, according to personal growth’s comparison, findings suggest
students’ academic literacy grows in a zig-zag way.

Key words: postgraduate education in the UK;academic literacies; identity transformation; subject

matters; language barrier



